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To the Norwood New Zealand Rural Sports Awards Judging Panel, 

 

The comradeship in fencing competitions is legendary, partially in that although there is a           

competitive nature, the amount of mentoring and passing on of knowledge and skills to the younger 

competitors is perhaps at a level not seen in other sports. 

There is a genuine theme of  encouragement and  up-skilling, which is extremely valuable when you 

are the youngster being shown the ‘wires’ by the fencing idols you aspire too. 

 

Fencing has always been a part of Brody’s up-bringing, following on from his father Ken Channings’  

achievements as a Golden Pliers finalist and Silver Spades winner. 

Brody has chosen fencing as a career and got involved in competitions whilst working for 2015 WIREMARK Golden Pliers 

champion Tim Stafford. 

 

All of the NZFC Regional competitions are pairs events, and he competed at the start of the 2016 season with his father, who had 

retired from competitive fencing several years ago,   Then, as the season progressed, Brody was given the opportunity to compete 

with other top fencers who were willing to take the time to teach him some of their processes and techniques. 

 

At the end of the season, competing for the first time as a individual, Brody took out the Bill Schuler Novice title at the NZFC 

National Fencing Championships at Fieldays. He stands to be the youngest ever winner in the history of this event. 

This competition is the prelude to the WIREMARK Golden Pliers, so for Brody to win at the end of just his first year of competi-

tive fencing says a lot for his dedication and ability, as he was competing against more experienced fencers than himself. 

 

Brody has always shown an initiative to learn, and we are proud of his win of the Bill Schuler Novice title at the NZFC National 

Fencing Championships at Fieldays, and we thank you for your consideration of his nomination for the Fonterra Young New       

Zealand Rural Sportsperson of the Year Award. 

Brody Channings 
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